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Inquirer’s Journey

Message from Dr. Turner, Principal
As I write this message to our Benjamin E Mays community and families, we have yet again
been hit with violence against people just because of their race, language, cultural, and
religion.  At Benjamin E Mays IB World School, we embrace the differences we have and
make sure to show respect for those differences that make us all great. We always allow our
scholars the opportunity to be inquirers of the world around them and support their thinking of
how to create a better world.

Students have been outstanding and doing very well in school and in VLS and we are happy for their success and they
love being in school.

The week of the 29th thru 1st is Spirit Week. We have No School on April 2nd.

Please make sure your child is at school by 7:30 AM and picked up by 2:00 PM.

PARENT VOICE - CONFERENCE
FEEDBACK
Thank you to the parents and guardians who provided
feedback on our International Baccalaureate Primary
Years Programme (IB PYP), our School Continuous
Improvement Plan (SCIP), and our Title I Budget during
conferences. Parents are important partners at Mays.
The conference surveys will be reviewed and there will
be additional opportunities for discussion at the April
PTA Meeting and the Year in Review event.

The winner of the drawing for the $20 Target gift card
was parent Nicole Myers. Congratulations Ms. Myers!



Calendar
● March 29 – April 1, School Spirit Week
● NO SCHOOL, April 2, Teacher Professional

Development
● NO SCHOOL, April 5-9, Spring Break
● Thursday, April 15, RP Parent Circle,

7:00-8:00pm

STANDARDIZED TESTING
Spring brings standardized testing in the form of MCA
and ACCESS testing.

● Why do we have these tests?
● How do we use them?
● How can parents/guardians opt out of testing?

Answers to these questions and more can be found in
this guide from the Minnesota Department of Education
Parent/Guardian Guide and Refusal for Student
Participation in Statewide Testing form.

In-person and Virtual Learning School (VLS) students
will be required to test unless parents opt out.

Mays MCA Opt Out Form for 3rd-5th grade students.
HMONG, KAREN , SOMALI, SPANISH

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Secretary Deb Haaland. https://www.doi.gov/secretary-deb-haaland

During March, we will celebrate Women’s History Month
by highlighting individuals in our Morning
Announcements and in our Mays Weekly Highlights.
This week we feature activist and politician U.S.
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland.

The following is from the U.S.Department of the Interior
website:

“Secretary Deb Haaland made history when she became
the first Native American to serve as a cabinet secretary.

She is a member of the Pueblo of Laguna and a 35th
generation New Mexican.

Secretary Haaland grew up in a military family; her father
was a 30-year combat Marine who was awarded the
Silver Star Medal for saving six lives in Vietnam, and her
mother is a Navy veteran who served as a federal
employee for 25 years at the Bureau of Indian Affairs. As
a military child, she attended 13 public schools before
graduating from Highland High School in Albuquerque.
As a single mother, Secretary Haaland volunteered at
her child's pre-school to afford early childhood
education. Like many parents, she had to rely on food
stamps at times as a single parent, lived
paycheck-to-paycheck, and struggled to put herself
through college. At the age of 28, Haaland enrolled at
the University of New Mexico (UNM) where she earned
a Bachelor’s degree in English and later earned her J.D.
from UNM Law School. Secretary Haaland and her child,
who also graduated from the University of New Mexico,
are still paying off student loans.

Secretary Haaland ran her own small business
producing and canning Pueblo Salsa, served as a tribal
administrator at San Felipe Pueblo, and became the first
woman elected to the Laguna Development Corporation
Board of Directors, overseeing business operations of
the second largest tribal gaming enterprise in New
Mexico. She successfully advocated for the Laguna
Development Corporation to create policies and
commitments to environmentally friendly business
practices.

Throughout her career in public service, Secretary
Haaland has broken barriers and opened the doors of
opportunity for future generations.

After running for New Mexico Lieutenant Governor in
2014, Secretary Haaland became the first Native
American woman to be elected to lead a State Party.
She is one of the first Native American women to serve
in Congress. In Congress, she focused on environmental
justice, climate change, missing and murdered
indigenous women, and family-friendly policies.”
“Secretary Deb Haaland.” U.S. Department of the Interior
www.doi.gov/secretary-deb-haaland. Accessed March 26, 2021.

CONTACT
● Office: (651) 325-2400 mays@spps.org
● Attendance: (651) 325-2499

mays.attendance@spps.org
● Family Liaison, Karen Shanahan: (651) 325-2492

karen.shanahan@spps.org
● Technology Services: (651) 603-4348

familysupport@spps.org
● Benjamin E. Mays IB World School Directory (link)

https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing_ENGLISH.pdf
https://forms.gle/ZdHXBGPDPX2KUJkp6
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20HMONG.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20KAREN.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20SOMALI.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20SPANISH.pdf
http://www.doi.gov/secretary-deb-haaland
http://www.doi.gov/secretary-deb-haaland
https://www.spps.org/Page/4756

